MODERN    TBAVANCORE
culture in the field of Education, Commerce, Industry, Public Health, Municipal Administration, Architecture and Town Planning were fully availed of* by Their Highnesses. How Travancore has been benefited by this short but successful tour of His Highness will be seen from the Chapter dealing with a review of His Highness1 rule.
One cannot ignore the social aspect of the tour. The warm welcome and the glorious appreciation that awaited Their Highnesses at Macjras from the Nampudiri Yogakshema Sabha and other Kerala associations tended to explode the' myth that the crossing of the seas had not the sanction of religion or was opposed to the rules of caste. Within the State itself the return of His Highness and the other members of the Royal Party was hailed with the greatest enthusiasm. Nambudiri Brahmins from North Travancore came to the capital of the State to present addresses and assure His Highness and Her Highness of their high appreciation of the European tour. The Antharjanams presented separate addresses to Her Highness the Maharani and Her Highness the Princess. Thus the educative value of the European tour was enhanced by results achieved in disabusing the public mind of the supposed disabilities consequent upon a journey across the seas.
The Netherlands East Indies Tour
The, next tour of importance outside the State was the one undertaken to the Netherlands East Indies in 1937. His Highness the Maharaja was accompanied .by Her Highness Maharani Setu Parvathi Bayi and the Elaya Raja*. Their Highnesses left Trivandrum on the 27th April and visited Ceylon, the ports of Sabang and Balawan in Sumatra before reaching Singapore on the 4th May, Everywhere Their, Highnesses received imposing and rousing welcome and the one at Singapore wq,s specially grand, the international crowd